
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE610 April 22, 2004 
Lear, Colleen O’Donnell, Michael Loufman and 
Joel Hahn. The team engineered their 
snowboard with materials such as chemical 
wood fiber, corrugated board and liner board. 
They cleverly used a Formica finish, which 
has 75 percent paper content, on the bottom 
of the board to improve its gliding ability on 
the snow. The second place winner was the 
Savannah College of Art and Design and 
Pasadena City College finished third overall. 

The Congressional Ski and Snowboard 
Caucus sees the Energy Challenge as a great 
example of how public-private partnerships 
can bring together ideas like energy efficiency, 
outdoor recreation and fitness in order to cre-
ate a more sustainable and healthy world. The 
caucus is interested in promoting skiing and 
snowboarding to encourage fitness and create 
an appreciation for the environment. The En-
ergy Challenge demonstrates that through 
greater use of renewable materials, we can 
create jobs, protect the environment, and 
make our nation more energy independent. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating these teams and hon-
oring their creativity and innovation. 
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Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise today to pay tribute to Lin-
coln University, a fine institution of higher 
learning that will celebrate its 150th anniver-
sary on May 6, 2004. 

Lincoln University was established in Penn-
sylvania in 1854 as the nation’s first Histori-
cally Black College and University (HBCU). 
During its first 100 years of existence, Lincoln 
graduated twenty percent of America’s African 
American physicians and more than ten per-
cent of the country’s African American attor-
neys. Currently, Lincoln is one of the nation’s 
largest producers of African Americans with 
baccalaureate degrees in the physical 
sciences, computer and information sciences, 
and biological and life sciences. 

Lincoln University has produced top leaders 
who have gone on to make major contribu-
tions in the civil rights movement, the inde-
pendence movements in Africa and the global 
information society. Among the more visible 
graduates of Lincoln are: Supreme Court Jus-
tice Thurgood Marshall ’30; poet and play-
wright Langston Hughes ’29; the first president 
of Ghana, Kwame Nkrumah ’39; and the first 
African American female rear admiral in the 
U.S. Navy, Lillian Fishburne ’71. 

Lincoln University also has the unique dis-
tinction of having graduates who went on to 
found U.S or Foreign Universities. The list of 
universities include South Carolina State Uni-
versity; Livingston College (North Carolina); 
Albany State University (Georgia) and Texas 
Southern University. 

Mr. Speaker, this remarkable institution of 
higher learning has helped develop some of 
the best minds in the world. Their commitment 
to excellence in education is to be com-
mended. For this reason, I ask that my col-
leagues join me in honoring this fine institution 
on the occasion of its 150th anniversary. 
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Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate Dallas Senior CPL Verna L. 
Durden for her years of service and commit-
ment to the Dallas community as a Dallas Po-
lice officer. 

CPL Verna L. Durden, who retired last 
month after 36 years of dedicated service, 
began her career with the Dallas Police De-
partment during an evolving era. She became 
the second African American woman on the 
Dallas Police force in 1972, a time period 
when women on the force were still required 
to wear dresses and high heels. In 1979, she 
swore in Police Chief Glen D. King, becoming 
the first woman in the nation to perform this 
important duty. During her 36-year tenure, 
CPL Verna Durden swore in over 4,000 Dallas 
police officers, earned 68 commendations, and 
received four certificates of merit. 

Corporal Durden, who has fought her own 
personal battle with cancer, plans to continue 
serving her community through volunteer work 
with the American Cancer Society. CPL Verna 
Durden’s personal qualities and pioneering ca-
reer has set an example for young women 
throughout the Dallas community to follow. 

Mr. Speaker, I honor CPL Verna L. Durden 
for her years of commitment and continuing 
contributions to the Dallas community. 

f 
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Reverend Hans Christen Mamen, an 
extraordinary and remarkable individual, who 
turned 85 on April 20th, and whose courage, 
humanity and unselfishness saved Jews dur-
ing the Nazi occupation of Norway during 
World War II. Risking his own life, Reverend 
Mamen guided Jews and other refugees into 
safety to Sweden. 

Reverend Mamen’s life reads like a story-
book. Born in 1919 on a small farm in 
Vogelland, outside of Oslo, Norway, he was 
the sixth of eight children. His parents, Hans 
Christen and Marie Louise, raised him and his 
siblings with strong Christian values and a 
profound respect for others. At the tender age 
of 13, he decided to study theology—in hopes 
of becoming a priest. In 1939, he started his 
studies at the Norwegian Lutheran School of 
Theology (‘‘Menighets Fakultetet’’). 

Sorrowfully, in 1939, dark clouds began en-
casing Europe. Hitler, elected to office in 
1933, unveiled his true identity when German 
forces first moved into Rhineland (1936), and 
then occupied Czechoslovakia (1939). Shortly 
thereafter, the Soviet Union invaded Finland. 
Hans Christen, who was 20 at the time, felt it 
was his duty and obligation to do something. 
He volunteered for the Norwegian Red Cross, 
serving as an ambulance driver in Finland. On 
April 6th, just weeks after returning to Norway, 

Hans Christen married his childhood sweet-
heart Ruth. Three days later the Nazi’s in-
vaded and occupied Norway. 

While continuing his studies at the Nor-
wegian Lutheran School of Theology, Hans 
Christen opted to get involved with the Nor-
wegian Resistance. On October 26, 1942, the 
Nazi’s began gathering, arresting, and deport-
ing Jews to German concentration camps. 
Disgusted with the inhumane Nazi philosophy 
and ideology, Hans Christen Mamen helped 
Jews by guiding them to safety in Sweden. 

After completing theology school, Hans 
Christen Mamen was ordained and served a 
various parishes throughout Norway. In 1959, 
he and his family of five children moved to 
Inwood, Iowa, as a part of his Lutheran ex-
change. When Dr. Martin Luther King was 
awarded the Nobel Peace Price, Hans Chris-
ten welcomed Dr. King on behalf of the Nor-
wegian Church. His meeting with Dr. King re-
mains one of the most unforgettable memories 
of Hans Christen. 

In recognition for his heroism, the State of 
Israel in 2001 bestowed upon Hans Christen 
Mamen—as the only Norwegian—honorary 
citizenship of Israel. He has also received sev-
eral awards and medals for his courageous 
deeds during the war. 

Today, nearly 60 years after World War II, 
Hans Christen is still going strong—deter-
mined to persevere. His unequivocal thirst for 
knowledge has continued to increase through-
out his life. And as a result, he has remarkably 
contributed to more than 40 books and over 
300 articles. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring a great humanitarian, who con-
tinues to inspire, guide, and lead by displaying 
tremendous beliefs, compassion, and gen-
erosity for his fellow human brethren. 
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Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing 
the week of April 18–24, 2004 as National Mi-
nority Cancer Awareness Week. This national 
campaign, initiated by Congress in 1987, 
seeks to heighten awareness of the unequal 
cancer burden borne by racial and ethnic mi-
nority populations and other medically under-
served communities. 

Despite all the progress that has been made 
in the battle against cancer, a disproportionate 
burden of cancer continues to fall on specific 
populations. African Americans have the high-
est death rate for all cancers. Cancer is the 
leading cause of death for Asian American 
women. And even when controlling for income 
level, African American, American Indian, 
Alaska native, Asian American, and Pacific Is-
lander men have a lower 5–year survival rate 
than non-Hispanic white males. 

In my state of Wisconsin in 2003, 25,800 
new cancer cases were diagnosed and 10,800 
people in my community died from cancer. 
Once these statistics are analyzed, I believe 
we will find that a disproportionately high bur-
den of these cancer deaths will be borne by 
minority populations. The future health of Wis-
consin—and of America as a whole—depends 

VerDate mar 24 2004 06:17 Apr 23, 2004 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00012 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A22AP8.039 E22PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-15T15:31:23-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




